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disreputable and often dishonest.1 Some of them are, however,
settling down as cultivators. A reference to Appendix V shows
that in 1931, 29-3 per cent of the Nats in the U.P. were returned
as cultivators and 9-5 per cent as agricultural labourers. It may
be noticed that the Nats have a much higher proportion of
beggars, prostitutes, etc. than any other caste.

The Bhantu, Habura, Sansia and Kanjar are all vagrant
tribes that are criminally inclined. All these castes are pro-
claimed under the Criminal Tribes Act, 1924.2 In the Punjab the
Bawariyas and Sansis are considered to be notorious criminals.
Some of the Haburas and Kanjars have settled down as culti-
vators. In the U.P. 26-5 per cent Haburas and 19-8 per cent
Kanjars were found to be cultivators at the time of the 1931
Census. Amongst Kanjars a new sub-caste called Kuch-
bande has come into existence. These people make brushes/
slrkis, khas *tattis and trade in bristles. In Bihar, the women
of one of the Kanjar sub-castes tattoo Hindu women.

The economic condition of these castes is very unsatis-
factory even as compared with the labourers. Their ways of
living are repugnant to the high caste Hindus who would not let
them follow any of the more lucrative occupations. Perhaps one
of the reasons explaining their criminal proclivities is that the
possibilities of permanent agriculture have not always been
available for them.*

General Tendencies

In the course of the preceding few pages we have examined
the condition of artisans and village servants in the different
parts of Northern India. The following are some of the general
tendencies revealed by the above survey.

1. Generally speaking, the proportion of the members of
a caste who are engaged in their traditional calling is inversely
related to the total strength of the caste in a region. In the
case of the Chamars the percentage of those who are engaged
in their caste occupation decreases as we move into the U.P.
from the Punjab but thereafter it begins to increase as we move

1  Blunt, op. c#., p. 160.

2  See also note on * The Criminal Tribes' at end of this Chapter.

3  R, K, Mukerjee: Economic Problems of Modern India, Vol. I., p. 40.